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human understanding through signs and symbols. The type of
symbol used to elucidate spiritual facts can vary and also change
with the course of time. For the symbol is not itsellf reality,
but only indicates reality in a form that can be understood. Thus
the Bible, for instance, illustrates the fundamental self-revelation
of God’s nature through the symbolism of the seven days of
creation; whereas today the same nature of divine being can
be symbolized through the seven synonymous terms for God.
But this does not in anv way change the divine message. This
fact was clear to that missionary to the Eskimos who translated
“Behold, the Lamb of God™ as “Behold, the little seal of God™ -
for to an Lskimo the seal typifies all that is innocent, peaceable
and lovable.

From biblical symbolism fo the metaphysical symbolism of the
twentieth century. Biblical symbolism was specially suited to the
people of Israel and their environment. It was also in keeping
with the views of the universe which were current at that time.
Biblical writers used mostly concrete things or natural pheno-
mena for symbolizing their spiritual message, such as: heaven,
earth, moon, stars, water, stones, mountains, seeds, trees and
animals (such as the lamb, lion, wolf and bear). And in addition
to these they used politics and the nation’s own history and
wars, as well as their sagas, legends and myths.

Numbers also were used to symbolize spiritual facts, The
number 7 appears most frequently — as a symbol of perfection;
for the whole nature of being can be reduced to seven basic
clements - just as all numbers in arithmetic can be reduced to
1o digits. Other numbers also appear frequently (especially 1,
3, 4, 10 and 12). But this does not imply a hidden numerology.
For whereas numerology attaches a magic power 10 numbers
themselves, the numbers used in the Bible are there merely as
signs by which a divine fact or divine event can be explained
by means of symbols.

The langnage with which we try to communicate spiritual
facts today is largely metaphysical. It no longer uses concrete
objects as much as biblical writers had to in order to be under-
stood. The abstract symbolism of today is better adapted to








































































































































































gz SCIENCE

effect; hence orthodox medicine’s criticism that homeopathic
cures have nothing to do with the remedies they use. Mary
Baker bkddv was familiar with these methods from personal
experience: “Homeopathic remedies, sometimes not contain-
ing a particle of medicine, are known tu relieve the symptoms
ot disease. What produces the change? It is the faith of the
doctor and the patient, which reduces self-inflicted sufferings
and produces a new effect upon the body.” (398: 16)

The patient who has faith 1n God has this in common with
the one who believes in his doctor — that he too relinquishes
his own doubts and fears for a growing belief that he can be
cured. In faith-healing it does not matter what the patient
believes in —~ whether it is his doctor, some new preparation,
or the omnipotence of God — for it is, in any case, his increasing
faith which heals him, and any belief which can overcome his
fear will help. There is, however, a fundamental difference
between the patient who puts his trust in the doctor and the
one who relies on God. In the first case the weaker belief in
sickness is dominated by another, stronger, material belief.
But in the second case the weaker belief in sickness 1s replaced
by a helief in truth.

Belief in fruth is the firet step. Looking at these faith-healings
from a Christian Science point of view, it is certainly better
to be healed by a blind, unquestioning faith in a truth than by a
strong faith in erroneous belief, in material means, or in a
person. In many cases belief in material means or a person may
in fact be stronger than a specific belief in sickness, and be-
cause of that it will prove helpful. But there is also great danger
in it. The patient has therebv only subscribed to a greater
belief — he is therefure not by any means hecaled, but only
governed by a stronger belief, which may be useful as far as
the disease {5 concerned, but can do more harm in other ways
than the discase itself. In this it is like medicine; and the fact
that every effective medicine has its side-effects is indeed widelv
accepted 1n the medical profession.

This does not apply, however, to a belief in truth. Thie
belief docs the patient no harm and may be regarded as a first


















Part 11

The Scientific Approach to the Divine Being

Chapter 6

The Scientific Approach to the Word of God

The divine standard

When we were considering the Word of God (p. 26 £.), we
saw that the concept of God has to be defined and its meaning
explained in detail, We saw that true monotheism rests not only
on having ere God, but even more importantly on having one,
and the /rae, concept of this God. Science gives us this one true
interpretation of what God really is. God, the infinite divine
Principle of being, has a Science to declare itself (see 546:10).
This Science presents the absolute standard ot divine norm. It
does not interpret the one eternal divine Being from a finite
human standpoint, which is incapable of imparting the true
cencept of things, but rather it gives the self-revelation of the
divine Principle of all true being. Examples of this fundamental
self-declaration of God are to be found in the Bible (in the seven
days of creation) and in the textbook through the seven
synonvms for God, which coincide with the days of creation in
their meaning as well as in their order of presentation. Through
this Science, which reveals the nature of God as Mind, Spirit,
Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, Love, we can give up our various
notions about God and gain the true concept. Only Science
can Icad us to true monotheism, for through Science we find
the divine standard from which our concept should never
deviate,

In proportion as we understand what constitutes the divine
nature, we also begin to see what is not part of God’s nature.
Real understanding always draws a dividing line hetween the
standard we understand to be divine and everything unlike this
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On this journey blind belief, as well as faith, has a positive and
temporarily uscful part to play; but a real solation is only
reached through spiritual understanding. “FEven a blind faith
removes bodily ailments for a season . . . The Science of Mind
must come to the tescue, to work a radical cure.” (398: 27)

Ideas — illusions — thuughts

Thus the way to being is not to be found in improved beliefs
about reality, or in an uplifting faith in God, but in the method
of spititually understanding God. The Word of God - Mind,
Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, Love — must however he
understood through the ideas by which each of the synoayms
for God is characterized. But to comprehend God Dbetter
through his ideas, we have to be clear what ideas really are’.

Ideas. In Christian Science ‘idea’ has a fundamentally different
meaning from its common use. Since ideas characterize the
nature of God, they cannot have a4 human meaning; rather they
indicate something divine. Thus an idea is not what is ordinarily
spoken of as ‘a good idea’ in the sense of ‘a nation’ or “a brain-
wave’. It is also quite distinct from the philosophical use of the
word.

What is the difference? The ordinary use of the word
implies that it is man who has an idea or imagines something;
that idea is something which can originate in the thought and
consciousness of people. Equally common is the meaning which
implics that ideas are expresscd as matter, that the sensible
objects of our physical world are the objective expressions of
ideas. But Christian Science explains ‘idea’ in a new way. The
textbook uses Webster’s definition of ‘idea’ as “an image in
Mind; the immediate object of understanding™ (rrg5:17). In
the marginal heading at the side of this definition, idea is also
called “divine reflection”, There are two points to be especially

' For ‘Ideas, Musiors, Thoughts” sce also: Max Kappeler and co-authors,
Compendium jor the Study of Christian Science, No. 1, p. 16 £,






TO4 TIIE SCIENTIFIC APPROACH TO THE WORD oF Gobp

— Ideas always belong to their divine Principle and not to any
particular person; thus they cannot be controlled by persons
or by human will, but they obey divine authority alone
(Principle).

~ Ideas are eternal and ever-present; they are without beginning
or end and are therefore always available. Ideas are not subject
to time and space; they are- and they are free from all
limitations of mortal existence (Life).

— Ideas are the forms in which divine consciousness expresses
itself; they cannot thercfore be mistaken, erronecus or
illusory, but prevail over mortal conscicusness and all its
beliefs (T'ruth).

— Ideas only ever work towards realizing the divine goal; they
all serve Love’s universal plan of salvation; they can never
be humanly misused or used for the wrong purpose (Love).
Llusions. Tlusions are the opposites of ideas. In Christian

Science the term ‘illusion’, like the term ‘idea’, has a new and
quite different meaning. According to this new meaning an
illusion is not that which seems to be unreal and deceptive to
human thought and reason. Rather the term ‘illusion’ stands
for everything which is not “an image in Mind”. Everything
which does not emanate from the divine standard of the seven
synonyms for God is illusion. Therefore much must be termed
illusion which seems thoroughly logical, real and actual to
human comprehension, and which appears even beautiful and
good to the human senses. Everything which comes from
mortal consciousness, from the mortal world of phenomena
in which we live, is illusion. Whereas idcas are divine values,
their opposites, illusions, are the seeming values of mortal
mind, without any element of truth. Whereas 1deas are always
true and good, illusions are always bad, destructive and
negative, even when to human sense they appear attractive,
beautiful and positive.

Thonghts. Thought itself is neither positive nor negative, but
neutral. It is, so to speak, the channel either of illusions or of
ideas, Only the content of thought makes it good or bad.
Thought itself is necither good nor evil; to think well is to






































































































138 THE SCIENTIFIC APPROACH TO CHRISTIANITY

makes 2 healing possible, and what attitude we must adopt if
we wish to solve a problem with the Science of Mind-healing.
So now let us deal briefly with the part played by the patient in
a treatment,

The patient cannot be expected to have attained a scientific
understanding already, for he is turning to a practitioner for
the very reason that he does not understand how to solve the
case scientifically himself. Thus in many cases it is wiser and
more loving just to begin by removing the patient’s fear, and
to leave explanation of the scientific facts of being until he is
able to receive them.

The patient must however welcome the operation of Truth.
This attitude may for instance express itself in the following
ways:

The patient who turns to Christian Science expects the
selution of bis problem to come jrom Trath; he never excludes the
possibility of a healing, but is always full of hope and anticipa-
tion. He can help himself in this by not dwelling on the
symptoms of his problem, and by not talking to others about
his worries or his complaint.

like the practitioner, the patient shows humility and is
willing to change his false views and attitudes. Healing power
lies in one’s readiness to accept the chastisement of Love and
to stop trying to catry out one’s own will at all costs,

The patient strives to express a higher humanity. This pre-
supposes that he is honest with himself and can make vp his
mind, as far as possible, to give up his mistakes and refuse ta
accept any negative suggestions. Although he does not fully
understand Truth, he dismisses beliefs of sickness and puts
his full trust in Truth.

As far as his physical and psychclogical condition allows,
the patient endeavours zo snderstand the Principle of Christian
Science. Tt will greatly help the patient if he occupies himself
with the teachings of Truth, imbibing them and pondering
them as well as he can.

This honest, open-minded attitude is essential in someone
sceking help. Then he can be touched by Truth more easily
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Man is therefore a creation of Mind, purely spiritual, sinless,

impersonal, eternal, healthy or whole, and perfect.

— Science then teaches us that this petfect creation exists in
being, from eternity to eternity; that every other concept of a
mortal, material, transient creation is false and is transformed
into the true concept through the understanding of Science.
What 75 the use of such exercises as these? Through these spititual

‘calculations’ the student gradually becomes familiar with the
fundamentals of Science in a natural way and cultures in
himsclf a divinely scientific consciousness. As with the student
of arithmetic, the primary concern is not vne of usefulness,
although naturally a consciousness filled in this way with the
divine facts of being will have a positive experience of life
very different from that of a consciousness full of negative
beliefs. But the beginner initially learns his multiplication-
tables without having to apply them to a specific problem. In
Christian Science, as in any other science, the first siep is to
become familiar with the fundamental categories, without
being constantly concerned with their application in the solv-
ing of difficulties. The subject must be studied for the sake of
knowing Truth; when the subject becomes a living opcration
in consciousness, that knowledge applies itself of its own
accord. This is called preventive practice.

Preventive practice. ““The prophylactic and therapeutic (that is,
the preventive and curative) arts belong emphatically to
Christian Science” {36g9: 23). It is not only a question of healing
visible etror and palpable disharmony; our much more
important task consists in bringing our consciousness so closely
into line with Truth, through the ‘divine calculus’, and so
structuring it, that all the false calculations of the mortal
system of reference are made null and void before they can
manifest themselves as visible or palpable error. Thus when
we ponder divine ideas, in the way briefly indicated above,
and combine them with the other categories of the divine
system of reference, we arc not carrying out a merely theoretical
exercise, Even if we have no specific problem to solve, we are
handling latent, not yet visible, error. We are then modelling






























166 THE SCIENTIFIC APPROACH TO SCIENCE

in her writings constantly points to the fact that spiritual
understanding, and the proofs arising from it, can only be
achieved through instruction, through systematic learning and
fundamentul study. “The education of the future will be
instruction, in spiritual Science’ (Mis. 61: 4).

Further study

The answer to key questions. Thought which is searching for
Truth has always sought the answer to two fundamental
questions: first, What is the reality of the one Being? and
secondly, How can we unite with this reality and be in harmony
with it? In Part 1 of this book we discussed the first of these
questions and introduced the four prime factors of Being -
Word, Christ, Christianity and Science - in their essential
characterisrics. In Part IT we set out to answer the guestion how
man can partake in the reality of being, We saw that what is
shown us by the scientific approach to the Wotd of God, the
saving power of the Christ, the practice of Christianity and the
understanding of Science, is the very way to be one with divine
being.

Thus we have been able to answer both the central quesuons
which are vital to mankind, from the standpoint of the Science
of being, while examining the system of this Science.

Thorough siudy is necessary. But a general survey of the system
of divine metaphysics, however helpful, can be no mare than a
preliminary guide to the student of Christian Science, to show
him more clearly in which direction his next steps should go'.
The purpose of study is to become thoroughly familiar with the
divine content of the system of Science, here only sketched in
broad outline. The best way of doing this is to take one topic
or section of study at a time, and so gain, step by step, a deeper

' For detalled study an extensive literature is available to students through
The Foundational Book Company Limited, London {(England), and
also tape recordings on different fundamental subjects,
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into focus the subject of the four spiritual levels of conscious-
ness. It shows the student the way in which the seven synonyms
for God operate, in their fourfold modus operandi, not only
in the realm of the divine, but also in the human, so providing
the solution to all questions on all levels of understanding and
experience.

Interpretation of ihe Bible and the texibook. The basis for study
is always the Bible together with the Christian Science textbaok.
These two buoks present the whole divine system of teference,
consisting of the seven synonyms for God, the four divine
modes of operation, and the four spiritual levels of conscious-
ness. A scientific understanding of these inspired texts, enabling
the student to perceive the divine system of ideas, is therefore
indispensable. Why? We saw in an earlier chapter that only
spiritual conscicusness can comprehend the nature and essence
of spititual being; that we can only be saved from our false
concept of existence, and thereby from all the material pheno-
mena arising from it, when we gain the true concept of reality.
But spiritual being can never be grasped with the limited,
human thinking method of mortals. If we wish to understand
the infinite One - that is, if we wish to artune ourselves to the
harmony of divine Principle, then we must approach the
Principle of being with a structured consciousness of like
nature. Therelore we must gradually learn to give up human
reasoning, deliberations and opinions, and, in their place, think
in accordance with the categories of the divine system of
reference. This means that our whole consciousness must
become structured in a new way. This happens when, through
the spiritually scientific interpretation of the inspired texts,
we understand their inherent divine system of reference, make
it our own frame of reference, and always make a practice,
when dealing with these texts, of seeing spiritual being, not
as humanly, but as spiritually structured. Thus a thorough
study of the Bible and the textbook not only gives us the facts
of being, but at the same time forms our whole consciousness
anew.

The laws of being. The aim of this study, however, is not only














