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What is True Government?
by Max Kappeler
I. The Science of Government

1. The Law of God
“LAW CONSTITUTES GOVERNMENT,”
writes Mary Baker Eddy in the
Manual of The Mother Church, The
First Church of Christ, Scientist, in
Boston, Massachusetts (Art. I, Sec.
9). Since cause determines effect,
a correct appreciation of law is necessary in order to demonstrate a
true government. But law in Christian Science is quite distinct from
laws adopted for the regulation of
civil, political, social, economic,
and religious affairs—distinct
from their nature and essence, as
well as from their origin and motivation. Consequently, it is important to get a correct understanding
of the basis and origin of fundamental law and its inherent nature.
Modern democracies have abolished, to some extent, those laws
that allow men to act arbitrarily.

They have adopted a higher sense
of law—law that does not require
the subject to obey the will of a
single individual.
Even the king is under God
and the law. But who has created
such law? Who has conceived it?
Though this law has come through
the developed thinking of leading,
outstanding men and women, and
has been kept abreast of the times
by them, the fact remains that such
a standard of law has been insti-

from it, are well known, and point
to an unquestionable fact—that
the harmonious and fundamental
law of government has not yet been
established. The world of today
clamors for a solution.
Mary Baker Eddy, who discovered the Science of all sciences, has
given an answer regarding these
leading questions in her explanation of the Science of divine and
Christian government. She has
established the fact that law is not

Any attempt to enforce other laws and statutes than the
spiritual laws of God must sooner or later lead to discord
and so hinder progress. “Human law is right only as it
patterns the divine” (My. 283:26).

tuted by human beings and adopted
by the majority of the community.
And what of the minority? Is it not
an impairment of individual rights
that the minority must support the
will of the majority? Is the majority always right? The antinomy
between liberal idealism and
democracy, and the frictions arising

created by a single man, ruler, king,
or despot, nor by a majority of
people, but is eternally vested in
God, divine Principle, alone.
God is the lawmaker and lawgiver; God, divine Being, is law to
itself.1 This lawgiver is described as
Continued on page 3
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divine Mind, the omnipotent, infinite All.2 God is
described as sovereign power exercised directly or
Spirit, and God’s laws are purely spiritual.3 God is
indirectly by the majority of the people. Theocracy is
the “law-creating, law-disciplining, law-abiding Pringovernment under the immediate direction of the will
ciple” (Mis. 206:18-19), which needs no help from
of God. When law is vested in God, divine Principle,
persons in order to demonstrate itself, and is free
then God, not man, governs. In such government,
from the beliefs and prejudices of
there is no ruling of man over man
human beings, societies, “-isms”
Theocracy is government
as in an autocracy, or even in a
and “-ologies.” Nowhere in her
under the immediate
democracy, for all men owe allewritings does Mary Baker Eddy
direction of the will of
giance to God alone.
indicate that man could create real
God. When law is vested
Divine Science reveals that
laws, or enforce and develop them.
in God, divine Principle,
God, the infinite All-in-all, is not
Besides God, there is no true lawthen God, not man,
only the universal legislator, but
maker, and the realization of this
governs. In such governalso the sole executive power, the
truth establishes one universal
ment, there is no ruling
Supreme Ruler,5 governing man in
law, bringing freedom, harmony,
of man over man as in
perfect harmony. St. Paul spoke of
perfection, eternity, and never
an autocracy, or even in
“One God and Father of all, who
causing division, friction, discord,
a democracy, for all men
is above all, and through all, and
and decay.4 Moreover, God’s laws
owe allegiance to God
in you all” (Eph. 4:6). As there is
apply to all equally and are forever
alone.
but one lawgiver, the divine Mind,
universal.
and but one governor, the divine
Any attempt to enforce other
Principle, man and the universe
laws and statutes than the spiritual laws of God must
are governed harmoniously and intelligently. All
sooner or later lead to discord and so hinder progress.
action, volition, functions, relations, plans—all that is
“Human law is right only as it patterns the divine”
real and true from the infinitesimal to infinity—are
(My. 283:26).
embraced in God’s government.
Perfect government will not become apparent
2. The Government of God
until Christ, God’s ideal, is understood spiritually and
scientifically. Of this Christ it is written, “For unto us
GOVERNMENT IS THE EXECUTION OF LAW. The differing
a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the governforms of government may be classified according to
ment shall be upon his shoulder” (Isa. 9:6), and Mary
the nature of the laws on which they are based.
Baker Eddy prophesied: “Christ, God’s idea, will
Anarchy implies an absence of law. Autocracy may
eventually rule all nations and peoples—imperatively,
be defined as absolute authority exercised by one perContinued on page 4
son, or by a small group of persons. Democracy is
3
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absolutely, finally—with divine Science” (S&H
565:16–18).
That the understanding of true government must
be based on Science becomes even more certain as
we apprehend the close relation forever existing
between Science and government. Mrs. Eddy writes:
“The term Science, properly understood, refers only
to the laws of God and to His government of the universe, inclusive of man” (S&H 128:4–6).6 Just as every
other subject must be learned scientifically, so man
must gain a spiritual and scientific understanding of
the divine Principle of the universe and of its absolute government.7 In the measure that we realize this
fact will ideal government appear. This government
is infinitely good, and man is tributary to it alone, and
must ever remain in obedience to the law of God.8
Subjection to so-called laws which rest on belief, blind
faith, emotion, stereotyped doctrines, dogmas, personal opinions, and the like, results in restrictive laws,
slavery, and inadequate forms of government.9
It is well to remember, therefore, that the government of the universe, including man, can be based
neither on material nor on human laws,10 also that
any interference with God’s law is inadmissible.11
Consequently, human opinions, concepts, ways and
means must be eliminated. The physical and moral
(transitional) must give place to the spiritual. The
spiritual must be attained through a right apprehension of God as Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth,
and Love (S&H 465:10); also through the understanding of Christ, God’s spiritual ideal; and through divine
Science and Christian Science.
The question may arise: What relations exist
between spiritual, human, and material government,

Continued from Page 3

and which must have the preponderance? It is a rule
of Science that the greater controls the lesser; the
higher governs the lower.12 Man, the governed, is
subject to God who governs. Man cannot, therefore,
make laws either for God or for man. Mortal man
has no dominion over his fellow man and, consequently, cannot govern him. Ethically, there can be
no question among men, “Who shall be greatest?”
Mary Baker Eddy leaves no doubt that spiritual
understanding is always higher than belief, higher than
faith, far above ritualism and creed.13 Christian Science likewise teaches that divine laws cannot be
circumscribed by human and material laws or forms,
for the greater cannot be put into the lesser.14
As we understand the supremacy of Spirit and
the nothingness of matter, we shall be ready to admit
that the higher is a rebuke to the lower,15 that the
lesser must yield to the greater—must, in fact, give
itself up and disappear. Human experience is but a
transitory, shadowy state, hinting at reality to a greater
or lesser degree. As has been previously stated, the
final solution to human problems will not be found
by working up from the material through the human
to the spiritual. Such a process only involves “the condemnation of mortals to till the ground” (S&H 545:7).
Spiritual thinking must always be from the absolute.
In the spiritual realm, the greater controls the
lesser; so in the suppositional, material realm, the
stronger erroneous thought claims to rule and to
dominate the weaker.16 And so we ask: What rules—
the majority or the minority? Democracies have
accepted the rule that the majority governs the minority. That which the majority decides upon must be
accepted by all, even if, at certain times, the rights and
4

freedom of the minority are thereby curtailed. Is this
divinely scientific? No. In God’s sight all men are equal;
no one is more important than another, although each
maintains their eternal individuality in Science.17
Christian Science shows that, in human experience,

human government must come from spiritualized
thinking, from the scientific understanding of the government of divine Principle, Love, which is able to
solve every problem.
Are Christian Scientists working out God’s government in matters affecting their own bodies, the
Christian Science movement, and the world? Democracy will certainly fail unless democracy patterns
theocracy.22 In order to gain a purer sense of democracy, we must first gain a scientific understanding of
theocracy—the government of God, the reign of divine
Science. This Science rests on one universal Principle.
When divine Principle is understood scientifically,
even by a minority, the understanding of Science by
that minority will control the majority—those who
do not understand, but who merely believe, who “having ears, hear not.” No other government can hold
crime in check or give a satisfactory solution to the
present world problems. But progressive steps in spiritual understanding must include honesty in admitting
past failures, and a willingness to part with old concepts in order to make room for the “new wine.”
With the coming of a more progressive period,
men began to question the right of man to rule over
his brother. Mary Baker Eddy, who must be regarded
as one of the most liberal-minded thinkers the world
has ever known, gives a clear answer in her writings.
In unmistakable terms she declares that in divine Science man is governed by God alone. Man, as God’s
reflection, was given dominion over all the earth. He
was given the ability to know as God knows, that is,
to understand and demonstrate spiritual reality. Any

Democracy will certainly fail unless
democracy patterns theocracy.22 In order
to gain a purer sense of democracy, we
must first gain a scientific understanding
of theocracy—the government of God, the
reign of divine Science.

the beliefs of the majority seem to rule,18 but it also
teaches that through scientific understanding man can
rise above the majority of human opinions and find
that “one on God’s side is a majority,” because Science
teaches man how to demonstrate God’s divine Principle.19 It will thus be seen that scientific understanding
reigns even over the majority of human opinions.20
As spiritual understanding develops, a more perfect government must become apparent. This applies
equally to the government of the human body and to
the government of the body of the Christian Science
movement. Every body, individual or politic, reflects
exactly what governs it, whether it is Science or mere
religious faith, understanding or mortal belief, progressive thinking or apathy, original thinking or
mass-thinking.21 Hence the necessity for guarding
thought against wrong motives, erroneous judgments,
sentimentalism, emotion, self-seeking, apathy, and
other mortal beliefs that endanger the health of the
human body and of the body politic. Forward steps in

Continued on page 6
5

What is True Government?

Continued from Page 5

government that gives man the power to dominate
Baker Eddy as being transitional in nature. The
his fellow man humanly is Christianly unscientific,
present age, however, demands that man leave not
since it would presuppose more than one Principle.
only the first but also the second degree, since no
Mary Baker Eddy states this clearly: “If the individual
rightful government can be built on either basis. The
governed human consciousness, my statement of
first and second degrees have to be superseded.24
“Mistaken or transient views are human: they are not
Christian Science would be disproved; but to demongoverned by the Principle of divine
strate Science and its pure monoScience: but the notion that a mind
theism—one God, one Christ, no
The spiritual idea will
governed by Principle can be
idolatry, no human propaganda—
evolve true government.
forced into personal channels,
it is essential to understand the
It must therefore have
affinities, self-interests, or obligaspiritual idea” (My. 303:15–19).
free course. Democracy
tions, is a grave mistake; it dims the
Scientific understanding of the
patterns this requiretrue sense of God’s reflection, and
spiritual idea alone governs, nothment by allowing the
darkens the understanding that
ing else can. This understanding
vox populi “free speech”
demonstrates above personal
does not give man the power to
and “open criticism,”
motives, unworthy aims and ambidominate or control his fellow
both of which have their
tions” (Mis. 291:1–8). It should be
man, but it enables every man to
proper place in the
constantly kept in mind that trandemonstrate his unity with God;
Christianly scientific
23
sient views are human (second
and unity with God is the only
government. If these
degree) and that they do not origimajority rule.
are lacking, there is
nate in the Principle of divine
The spiritual idea will evolve
danger of autocracy.
Science. When human forms of
true government. It must therefore
government are superseded and
have free course. Democracy pathuman thought is finally relinquished, man will find
terns this requirement by allowing the vox populi
himself governed by God alone, entirely, absolutely,
“free speech” and “open criticism,” both of which have
and finally. This development comes as the result of a
their proper place in the Christianly scientific gov23
clearer apprehension of the law-enforcing Principle
ernment. If these are lacking, there is danger of
autocracy.
of divine Science. Even the best forms of human govEvolution makes strong demands on men, and this
ernment at the present time must evolve scientifically,
is true in questions of government as in all else. In
and the Science that governs these changes must be
general, people are willing to leave the physical (the
spiritually understood. The more spiritual and scientific the apprehension, the more natural will be the
first degree of mortal mind) with its depraved qualievolution. ■
ties, but they are not so willing to strive to lay down
those moral qualities that are described by Mary
6
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This article is an edited excerpt from Max
Kappeler’s book, Christian Government—
Its Scientific Evolution, 3rd edition (Seattle:
Kappeler Institute Publishing USA, 1991),
pp. 5–12. Available now from Kappeler Institute
Publishing. Paperback, 106 pages, US$12.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

A New Service for

Study Groups
Order Max Kappeler’s Handouts & Diagrams from KI USA!
ARE YOU HOSTING a study group on Science,
and want to include materials from Kappeler’s
books, recordings, or illustrative materials?
Or, would you like to have laminated copies
of Kappeler’s diagrams for your own personal
study? Please do not photocopy Kappeler’s
copyrighted work—KI would like to provide
you with new and attractive laser copies of
diagrams and handouts you need!
Each document will be printed on premium paper, as individual sheets (laminating optional) or in spiral-bound booklets
with personalized cover pages. Each page

will contain the proper citations, copyright
notice, and “used with permission” notice,
along with a standard disclaimer. Fees for
these materials are minimal—diagrams start
at 50¢, spiral booklets at $3.50-$5.00, and we
offer quantity discounts.
Many of the diagrams from Kappeler’s
Study Aid and Illustrative Materials have
been recently updated, and some are in
color. These updated diagrams and materials are very attractive, easier to read, and
will be greatly appreciated by you and your
study group participants.

Guidelines for Study Groups
WE ASK THAT ANYONE HOSTING A STUDY GROUP
that includes Kappeler’s work to respect
Max Kappeler’s wishes by following these
guidelines when setting up and conducting
your program (they are designed to help
eliminate the most common copyright and
trademark infringement problems, although
this is not an exhaustive list):
(a) Please advertise the study group
under your own name. Do not suggest or
insinuate any affiliation with the Kappeler
Institute in your advertising.
(b) Naturally, in any study group, participants may freely discuss Science and
Kappeler’s work. If you are lecturing, however, please make it clear to participants

that you are discussing your own understanding of Science. Avoid giving attendees
the impression that you are teaching
“Kappeler’s Science.”
(c) Please do not photocopy (or retype)
sections from Kappeler’s books, recordings,
diagrams, or even your personal notes from
his summer school classes, and distribute
these to attendees. These items are copyrighted, and do not contain the appropriate
citations, copyright notices, etc., and students
may be confused as to the source of this information. You may order any materials you
need directly from Kappeler Institute, USA.
(d) It’s advised not to use any notes or
transcripts from Kappeler’s classes verbatim as the course content or lecture.

Questions? Comments? Want to order materials? Please contact KI, USA.
8

Kappeler

Mailbox
work on Science. Kappeler Institute for the Science
of Being, Inc., USA, is a 501(c)3 organization, and
gifts are tax-deductible. We gratefully accept donations (one-time/monthly/annually), gifts of securities,
estate bequests, and gifts through living trusts.
Please note: For those who have already designated Kappeler Institute in their estate planning, it is
important that you change the address of our Corporate Office to the KI USA Seattle office address: PO
Box 99735, Seattle, WA 98139-0735.

THIS IS THE FIRST INSTALLATION
OF THE KI MAILBOX, A NEW FEATURE
DESIGNED TO ADDRESS SOME OF THE
QUESTIONS THAT KI HAS RECEIVED
THAT MIGHT BE OF GREATER INTEREST
TO THE FIELD.
Q: “What can I do to further the idea and
Kappeler’s work on Science?”

Q: I am planning on hosting a study group
on Science, and I would like permission to
use some of Kappeler’s copyrighted diagrams during a study session.

KI: Many students have contacted us recently with
this question. The most important steps you can take
to support the idea and Kappeler’s work on Science
are to:
1) Study Science—be a Scientist. Allow the Christidea to, step-by-step, restructure your consciousness
through your prayerful study of Kappeler’s timeless
works.
For new students and those who wish to renew
their study in Science, the book, Subject and Method
for Studying the Science of Christian Science ($7) is
an extremely helpful tool. It provides background
information and the basis from which to start (or restart) your study. Chapter 5, the “Guide for SelfInstruction in Science,” can assist you in selecting the
appropriate books and recordings for study based on
your goals and interests. We highly recommend it as
a starting point for new or long-time students.
2) Financial Support for Kappeler Institute’s Mission.
Financial gifts are extremely important to the KI mission: to publish, promote, and protect Max Kappeler’s

KI: Great! The KI wants to support study groups in
Science. Toward this end, we have created a new service
to provide study groups with “permissions” for
Kappeler’s copyrighted materials: Please see “A New
Service for Study Groups” on the Announcements
section of this newsletter (page 10). By ordering your
materials directly from KI and following the guidelines outlined, you will receive new and attractive
copies of the diagrams you need, along with permission to use these materials in your group.
We want to discourage the practice of photocopying booklets, chapters, or diagrams out of Kappeler’s
books or the Study Aid for use in study groups. These
materials do not have the proper copyrights and
sources listed on each page, making it difficult to identify the author and source of the diagrams. This can
create complications with Kappeler’s copyrights.
10

Q: Why is Kappeler Institute so concerned
about copyrights and trademarks? Should
not the idea be free and unhindered by such
restrictions?
KI: Yes, the idea is free and cannot be controlled.
However, the “idea” and copyrights are two distinct
issues. Although Christian Science (or any idea) cannot be copyrighted, the work of an individual teacher,
scientist, or author (their books, recordings, notes,
lectures, personal letters, unpublished manuscripts,
etc.) are their individual property, as are their trademarks (their name, organizational logos, and so forth).
Max Kappeler established the Kappeler Institute
for the Science of Being USA to maintain,
protect, publish, promote, and archive his English
language works. According to Max Kappeler’s will,
the Institute maintains Kappeler’s English language
copyrights and trademarks as part of its normal business function. We have been informed by legal advisors
that we are obligated to follow-up on any potential
or actual copyright or trademark infringements.
Hence, our “concern” for this issue. We are
endeavoring to educate students on these issues, and
designing methods to decrease infringements.

11

The Institute’s attention to copyright matters is
motivated from a desire and obligation to maintain
the purity and source of Kappeler’s work, and to continue to make it available worldwide. It is important
that Kappeler’s work on Science be kept distinct and
intact, so as to maintain the unique exact Science that
Kappeler taught.
It is also important to note that KI is solely
responsible for Kappeler’s English language works.
This includes publication and distribution, as well as
trademarks and copyrights. Mary Baker Eddy was
very clear and direct about the moral and ethical
importance of paying attention to copyrights. For
example, please refer to “Advice to Students” (Mis. 298:
24–303:19).
We will continue to bring up this subject from
time-to-time in order to clarify the issues. If you have
concerns about whether something you are doing or
planning violates copyright or trademark law, please
contact KI or a local copyright attorney.

